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PREFACE

In 2008 the European Doctoral Seminar had been held first time in Tetovo,

Macedonia. Professors and Ph D students from the South East European

University have been involved since several years in the activities of the EDS.

Therefore the decision to organize the conference in the beautifully located

Macedonian town has to be considered as a consequence of these earlier ac-

tivities. Is was really a pleasure to see the newest geographical extension of

the European Doctoral Seminar.

As in all earlier years Ph D students from five countries have introduced the

topics they are dealing with in the frame of their doctoral studies, some of

these students could already present first results of their research. Comparing

the discussed problems with those of earlier years first signs for the forma-

tion of scientific workshops could be experienced. Professors in Bamberg,

Budapest, Sarajevo, Tetovo and Tirana have attracted some Ph D students

to themselves and having involved them into their fields of research: at the

universities in Bamberg and Sarajevo public economics have been proved as

main focus of research, in Budapest these are problems of spatial economics,

in Tirana trade policy and related topics are emphasized and last, but not

least, Tetovo seems to become a centre of research in transitional economics.

Such kind of concentration of human resources stimulates obviously the effi-

ciency of research within the universities as well as between them, enriching

all further EDS conferences.

The second feature of the meeting in Tetovo was the relationship between gov-

ernments’ activities and the behavior of private economic actors, a problem

touched or even deeply analyzed in almost all presentations. It has to be con-

sidered as important development that the earlier unbalanced approach about

the role of economic policy had been retreat into the background. Of course,

the private sectors’ extremely high importance has been clearly pointed out,

but more and more in cooperation with the governmental sector. This devel-

opment should be reflected in the title of the present book: “Government and

Private Sector in Transition Economies”.

During the time the participants spent in Tetovo they could experience the

attention paid by the representatives of the South East European University

to the conference. The meeting with the rector, Professor Alajdin Abazi,

Member of the Academy of Sciences, was useful for the further cooperation

and the warm welcome address given by Dennis Farrington, President of the

University Foundation Board, is acknowledged by Professors and students.



This is also the place to express our thanks to the local organizers, first of all

to Prof. Dr. Abdylmenaf Bexheti (South East European University, Tetovo)

and to Abdulmenaf Sejdini for the preparation of the conference. Participants

and organizers of the seminar are very grateful to the Deutsche Akademische

Austauschdienst and to the Stabilitätspakt for financial support of the eight

European Doctoral Seminar. Last, but not least, we would like to thank Flóra

Géczy for her professional contribution to prepare this seminar volume.

Budapest, May 2009

Abdylmenaf Bexheti

Tonin Kola

Sead Kreso

Dietmar Meyer

Heinz-Dieter Wenzel
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