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Specificity in English for Specific Purposes (EAP) holds that literacy skills should be
specialised for the particular professional and academic communities to which the writer
belongs. While numerous studies have investigated the linguistic characteristics of various
vocational communities, none have utilised Social Network Analysis techniques (cf. Bastian
et al. 2009) to identify communities prior to analysing their language use.

This study aims to identify typical linguistic features of Research Articles (RAs) from a highly
specific discourse community within the field of Psychology and asks if more highly cited or
eigencentral RAs in this community are more prototypical in their use of these linguistic
features than less cited/eigencentral papers (cf. Bihari & Pandia 2015). Utilising Biber’s
(1992) Multidimensional Analysis approach (on which see also Nini 2014, Thompson et al.
2017, Jin 2018), 452 RA abstracts published between 2005 and 2009 are analysed. The
resulting co-occurrence patterns are then compared to citation and eigencentrality scores to
see if highly cited/ eigencentral RAs varied less in their use of these linguistic features.

The analyses show that RAs with fewer citations (and lower eigencentrality) tend to vary
more in their use of typically used linguistic features than those with more citations (or
higher eigencentrality). These findings suggest that Teachers of EAP should consider using
more highly cited RAs when selecting texts for use within the classroom.
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