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MA Soz C.4.1 A1 Themen der Soziologie der Globalisierung und der Weltgesellschaft für 
Fortgeschrittene 

Seminar: Social Policy in the Global South 

Prof. Dr. Elmar Rieger   Fr 10:00-12:00 F21/03.79 

The overwhelming majority of the populations of the world – more than 80 per cent of ca. 6.7 
billion – live in the so-called "developing countries" of the Near East, Africa, East- and South-East 
Asia, and Latin America. But the share of this part of the world in the global social product is just 
one quarter. The dramatic increase in global social inequalities and, at the same time, the increase 
in inequalities inside the countries of the global South present challenges not only to national and 
international policy makers, but also to the social sciences. The causes, dynamics, and 
repercussions of these developments are still poorly understood. 

In this seminar we will, first, try to figure out the distinctive quality of capitalist social structures in 
the global South, the many faces of poverty and social inequalities, and the role of globalization in 
the formation of global social inequalities. In a second part of the seminar we take a close look at 
the various attempts to deal with poverty, precarious living conditions, and illegal forms of earning 
a living. In this part of the seminar we will also ask about the role of the state and international 
organizations in trying to cope with the social dynamics of global inequalities.  

Introductory literature: 

Nita Rudra, Globalization and the Race to the Bottom in Developing Countries: Who Really Gets 
Hurt, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2008. 

Ian Gough et al., Insecurity and Welfare Regimes in Asia, Africa and Latin America: Social Policy in 
Development Contexts, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2004. 
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