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1946 0 0 0 0 0 0 15 15 2 -8
1947 3 3 0 0 3 0 3 22 22 -13
1948 6 6 0 0 6 0 6 2 27 29 -6
1949 1 1 0 1 1 1 1 2 12 12 -14
1950 0 0 1 1 0 1 1 3 8 11 -3
1951 0 0 0 0 0 0 7 7
1952 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 2 -8
1953 1 1 0 0 1 0 1 5 5
1954 0 0 1 1 0 1 1 2 2 1 -4
1955 3 3 0 0 3 0 3 5 5 -18
1956 3 3 0 2 1 3 -2 3 3 6 11 11 -4
1957 0 0 0 0 0 0 5 5 -3
1958 1 1 0 0 1 0 1 5 5 -5
1959 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1
1960 0 0 1 1 0 1 1 28 28 -5
1961 2 1 3 0 1 1 3 1 4 2 8 10 -7
1962 0 0 0 0 0 0 7 7 -1
1963 3 3 0 0 3 0 3 8 8 -2
1964 5 5 0 0 5 0 5 14 14 1 -2
1965 5 5 0 0 5 0 5 1 19 20 2
1966 4 4 0 3 3 -1 4 3 7 2 11 13 2 -1
1967 2 2 0 2 2 2 2 4 12 12 3
1968 8 8 1 1 0 9 0 9 1 17 18 2 -1
1969 8 8 0 0 8 0 8 13 13 1
1970 7 7 0 0 7 0 7 2 14 16 1 -2
1971 5 5 0 0 5 0 5 16 16 2 -4
1972 8 8 1 1 4 4 -2 9 4 13 1 16 17 3 -5
1973 4 4 0 0 4 0 4 20 20 3 -3
1974 4 4 1 1 1 1 5 1 6 22 22 1 -2
1975 2 2 0 1 1 -1 2 1 3 18 18 -6
1976 3 3 1 1 2 2 4 2 6 1 17 18 3 -7

nondecisions

Sources: UNSC-TDS; Talmon 2003; Johansson 2009; Highlights of Security Council Practice 2011; ibid., 2012; Foreign & Commonwealth 
Office 2013, "Vetoed Draft Resolutions in the United Nations Security Council 1946-2012".

Table 1: The UNSC's Activity on Terrorism and its Overall Activity (according to type of (non)decision)

UNSC activity on terrorism (in formal terms) UNSC overall acitivity

formal decisions
informal 
decisions

Notes: See codebook of UNSC-TDS. The coding of chapter VII resolutions follows  Johansson 2003. The UNSC-TDS data on PRST is only 
reliably comparable with the overall data on PRST since 1996 and the overall data on SC (PPST) exists only since 2001 (cf. Talmon 
2003, Higlights 2011). There is no detailed overall data on nondecisions, except for vetoed drafts. The given count of vetoed drafts 
follows a method used by practitioners, except it omits three identified as "double vetoes" (26 Jun. 1946, 15 Sep 1947, 24 Apr. 1948, 
cf. FCO 2013: 11-63).

formal 
decisions

informal 
decisions

total activity on 
terrorism



1977 5 5 0 0 5 0 5 2 18 20 2 -3
1978 3 3 0 0 3 0 3 21 21 3
1979 7 7 1 1 0 8 0 8 18 18 11 -2
1980 10 10 0 0 10 0 10 23 23 5 -3
1981 4 4 3 3 1 1 2 -1 7 2 9 15 15 7 -5
1982 14 14 1 3 4 1 3 4 -4 18 4 22 1 28 29 8 -8
1983 6 6 0 1 1 -1 6 1 7 17 17 7 -3
1984 4 4 0 2 2 -2 4 2 6 14 14 4 -3
1985 15 15 4 2 6 1 2 1 4 -3 21 4 25 21 21 15 -7
1986 5 5 1 1 1 5 6 -6 6 6 12 13 13 10 -8
1987 6 6 1 1 2 2 -2 7 2 9 2 11 13 10 -2
1988 9 9 3 3 1 4 1 6 -5 12 6 18 1 19 20 8 -6
1989 8 8 2 2 3 3 -3 10 3 13 20 20 17 -5
1990 9 9 1 1 1 1 -1 10 1 11 9 28 37 14 -2
1991 1 5 6 4 4 0 10 0 10 13 29 42 20
1992 1 6 7 8 2 10 1 1 17 1 18 15 59 74 83
1993 1 2 3 3 4 7 1 1 10 1 11 27 66 93 88 -1
1994 1 3 4 3 4 7 0 11 0 11 24 53 77 82 -1
1995 2 2 2 4 6 0 8 0 8 21 45 66 63 -1
1996 2 6 8 5 2 7 1 1 15 1 16 12 45 57 49
1997 2 2 8 8 0 10 0 10 17 37 54 57 -3
1998 4 7 11 6 6 2 2 17 2 19 22 51 73 38
1999 2 3 5 7 7 1 1 -1 12 1 13 16 49 65 34 -1
2000 1 2 3 8 8 0 11 0 11 15 35 50 40
2001 4 9 13 5 5 10 2 2 -2 23 2 25 18 34 52 39 112 -2
2002 6 13 19 10 2 12 1 1 -1 31 1 32 32 36 68 42 124 -2
2003 4 7 11 6 5 11 2 1 3 -2 22 3 25 28 39 67 30 85 -2
2004 6 5 11 7 5 12 2 2 -2 23 2 25 28 31 59 48 52 -3
2005 5 9 14 24 7 31 0 45 0 45 39 32 71 67 54
2006 5 12 17 16 7 23 2 2 -2 40 2 42 44 43 87 59 45 -2
2007 5 3 8 19 7 26 0 34 0 34 36 20 56 50 56 -1
2008 5 7 12 8 14 22 0 34 0 34 40 25 65 48 48 -1
2009 3 5 8 9 11 20 0 28 0 28 23 25 48 35 36 -1
2010 4 4 8 7 8 15 1 1 23 1 24 32 27 59 30 55
2011 6 5 11 4 26 30 1 1 -1 41 1 42 38 28 66 22 74 -2
2012 7 7 14 10 24 34 1 1 2 4 -2 48 4 52 34 19 53 29 78 -2
sum 75 316 391 196 146 342 12 49 1 12 74 -47 733 74 807 604 1481 2085 1201 819 -216
share 48% 42% 9% 91% 9.2% 100%

12% 21% 19% 16% 18% 22% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
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1946
1947 3 3 -3 -3 3
1948 2 4 6 2 -4 -6 6
1949 1 1 2 -1 -1 -2 2
1950 1 1 -1 -1 1
1951
1952
1953 1 1 -1 -1 1
1954 1 1 -1 -1 1
1955 3 3 -3 -3 3
1956 6 6 3 -3 -6 6
1957
1958 1 1 -1 -1 1
1959
1960 1 1 -1 -1 1
1961 4 4 1 -3 -4 4
1962
1963 3 3 -3 -3 3
1964 5 5 -5 -5 5
1965 5 5 -5 -5 5
1966 7 2 5 1 -4 -2 -7 7
1967 4 4 1 -2 -1 -4 4
1968 9 9 -9 -9 9
1969 8 8 -8 -8 8
1970 7 1 6 1 -6 1 -6 7
1971 5 5 -5 -5 5
1972 3 10 2 11 1 1 -8 -3 1 -12 13
1973 4 4 -4 -4 4
1974 6 6 -5 -1 -6 6
1975 3 3 1 -2 -3 3
1976 6 1 5 1 -4 -1 -6 6

CT governance

relevance of UNSC activity on terrorism

Table 2: Relevance of the UNSC's Activity on Terrorism

Source: UNSC-TDS.

Notes:  See codebook of UNSC-TDS.

textual bias against
UNSC mandate 

against terrorism
reference to 

terrorism thematic focus



1977 5 5 -5 -5 5
1978 3 3 -3 -3 3
1979 8 8 -8 -8 8
1980 10 10 -10 -10 10
1981 9 9 1 2 -6 1 -8 9
1982 22 22 1 4 -17 1 -21 22
1983 7 7 1 -6 -7 7
1984 6 6 1 -4 -1 -6 6
1985 5 20 4 21 4 3 -17 -1 4 -21 25
1986 1 11 1 11 6 -6 12 12
1987 9 1 8 1 2 -6 9 9
1988 18 4 14 2 5 -10 -1 18 18
1989 3 10 3 10 6 3 -4 13 13
1990 11 11 4 1 -6 11 11
1991 1 9 10 3 -7 10 10
1992 6 12 5 13 9 -8 -1 18 3 15
1993 3 8 6 5 6 1 -4 11 4 7
1994 3 8 4 7 7 -4 11 3 8
1995 1 7 4 4 4 -4 8 3 5
1996 8 8 6 10 9 1 -6 16 3 13
1997 3 7 3 7 6 -4 10 3 7
1998 12 7 2 17 13 2 -4 19 1 18
1999 7 6 4 9 8 -4 -1 13 3 10
2000 3 8 2 9 5 -6 11 1 10
2001 17 8 10 15 21 2 -2 25 6 19
2002 24 8 12 20 26 1 -5 32 7 25
2003 18 7 13 12 20 3 -2 25 6 19
2004 22 3 15 10 21 2 -2 25 7 18
2005 38 7 25 20 43 -2 45 10 35
2006 26 16 16 26 34 2 -6 42 11 31
2007 31 3 23 11 33 -1 34 8 26
2008 31 3 25 9 34 34 8 26
2009 27 1 12 16 28 28 3 25
2010 21 3 10 14 22 -1 -1 24 2 22
2011 39 3 24 18 41 1 42 6 36
2012 49 3 23 29 48 2 -2 52 3 49
sum 407 400 807 264 543 807 464 54 -269 -20 606 -201 101 706 807
share 50.4% 49.6% 1 33% 67% 1 464 54 269 20 807 606 201 807 13% 87% 100%

57% 7% 33% 2% 100% 75% 25% 100%
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1946 0 0
1947 3 3 3 3
1948 1 5 6 5 1 6
1949 2 2 1 1 2
1950 1 1 1 1
1951 0 0
1952 0 0
1953 1 1 1 1
1954 1 1 1 1
1955 3 3 3 3
1956 6 6 3 2 1 6
1957 0 0
1958 1 1 1 1
1959 0 0
1960 1 1 1 1
1961 4 4 3 1 4
1962 0 0
1963 3 3 1 2 3
1964 5 5 5 5
1965 2 3 5 4 1 5
1966 3 4 7 3 1 1 1 1 7
1967 2 2 4 2 2 4
1968 2 3 4 9 8 1 9
1969 4 2 2 8 3 5 8
1970 1 2 3 1 7 3 3 1 7
1971 2 2 1 5 2 3 5
1972 4 2 6 1 13 2 6 1 2 2 13
1973 2 2 4 1 3 4
1974 1 3 2 6 1 3 1 1 6
1975 2 1 3 2 1 3
1976 1 2 2 1 6 3 1 1 1 6

regional focus type of decision making

Table 3: Context Information on the UNSC's Activity on Terrorism

Source: UNSC-TDS.

Notes:  See codebook of UNSC-TDS.



1977 3 2 5 2 3 5
1978 2 1 3 2 1 3
1979 5 3 8 1 5 2 8
1980 4 6 10 3 7 10
1981 4 5 9 2 2 3 1 1 9
1982 5 17 22 11 3 4 4 22
1983 2 2 3 7 2 4 1 7
1984 2 1 3 6 1 3 2 6
1985 16 1 6 2 25 9 6 6 3 1 25
1986 3 2 7 12 2 2 2 6 12
1987 5 3 1 9 4 2 1 2 9
1988 5 1 11 1 18 6 3 3 5 1 18
1989 2 9 2 13 6 2 2 3 13
1990 4 7 11 9 1 1 11
1991 2 8 10 5 1 4 10
1992 4 2 11 1 18 6 1 10 1 18
1993 4 1 1 5 11 2 1 7 1 11
1994 3 2 5 1 11 3 1 7 11
1995 3 5 8 2 6 8
1996 4 1 3 8 16 6 2 7 1 16
1997 3 3 4 10 2 8 10
1998 1 4 7 4 3 19 8 3 6 2 19
1999 3 2 2 4 2 13 4 1 7 1 13
2000 2 2 6 1 11 2 1 8 11
2001 3 6 4 4 8 25 12 1 10 2 25
2002 2 8 11 11 32 15 4 12 1 32
2003 2 3 8 12 25 10 1 11 2 1 25
2004 3 8 14 25 10 1 12 2 25
2005 4 21 20 45 14 31 45
2006 2 7 21 12 42 16 1 23 2 42
2007 4 15 15 34 6 2 26 34
2008 1 6 9 18 34 11 1 22 34
2009 3 9 10 6 28 6 2 20 28
2010 4 4 5 11 24 8 15 1 24
2011 9 8 10 15 42 10 1 30 1 42
2012 17 6 16 13 52 14 34 2 2 52
sum 149 18 89 54 325 172 807 273 114 346 6 47 21 807
share 18% 2% 11% 7% 40% 21% 100% 34% 14% 43% 1% 6% 3% 100%

733 74



n % n/year n % n/year n % n/year n % n/year
total activity 807 100% 12.0 261 32.3% 5.9 546 67.7% 23.7 400 49.6% 35.4
decisions 733 91% 10.9 210 28.6% 4.8 523 71.4% 22.7 385 52.5% 34.1
formal 391 48% 5.8 185 47.3% 4.2 206 52.7% 9.0 142 36.3% 12.6
RES VII 75 9% 1.1 2 2.7% 0.05 73 97.3% 3.2 59 78.7% 5.2
RES VI 316 39% 4.7 183 57.9% 4.2 133 42.1% 5.8 83 26.3% 7.3
informal 342 42% 5.1 25 7.3% 0.6 317 92.7% 13.8 243 71.1% 21.5
PRST 196 24% 2.9 16 8.2% 0.4 180 91.8% 7.8 123 62.8% 10.9
SC (PPST) 146 18% 2.2 9 6.2% 0.2 137 93.8% 6.0 120 82.2% 10.6
nondecisions 74 9% 1.1 51 68.9% 1.2 23 31.1% 1.0 15 20.3% 1.3
draft 61 8% 0.9 47 77.0% 1.1 14 23.0% 0.6 11 18.0% 1.0
proposal 13 2% 0.2 4 30.8% 0.1 9 69.2% 0.4 4 30.8% 0.4

adoption (share of period/total)
unanimous vote 273 34% 4.1 92 33.7% 2.1 181 66.3% 7.9 128 46.9% 11.3
positive vote 114 14% 1.7 89 78.1% 2.0 25 21.9% 1.1 14 12.3% 1.2
consensus 346 43% 5.2 29 8.4% 0.7 317 91.6% 13.8 243 70.2% 21.5
rejection (share of period/total)
negative vote 6 0.7% 0.1 5 83.3% 0.1 1 16.7% 0.04 0 0 0
veto 47 5.8% 0.7 33 70.2% 0.8 14 29.8% 0.6 11 23.4% 1.0
other failure 21 2.6% 0.3 13 61.9% 0.3 8 38.1% 0.3 4 19.0% 0.4

Reference to terrorism (share of period/total)
explicit 407 50.4% 6.1 17 4.2% 390 95.8% 17.0 340 83.5% 30.1
implicit 400 49.6% 6.0 244 61.0% 156 39.0% 6.8 60 15.0% 5.3
Thematic focus (share of period/total)
terrorism focus 264 33% 3.9 20 7.6% 0.5 244 92.4% 10.6 206 78.0% 18.2
other focus 543 67% 8.1 241 44.4% 5.5 302 55.6% 13.1 194 35.7% 17.2
Substantive bias against (share of period/total)
terrorism 484 60% 7.2 34 7.0% 0.8 450 93.0% 19.6 369 76.2% 32.7
counterterrorism 323 40% 4.8 227 70.3% 5.2 96 29.7% 4.2 31 9.6% 2.7
UNSC mandate on terrorism (share of period/total)

total (1946 through 
2012: 67 years)

Cold War (1946 
through 1989: 44 

years)

Post-Cold War (1990 
through 2012: 23 

years)

Post-9/11 (11 Sep. 
2001 through 2012: 

11.3 years)

Table 4: Overview of the UN Security Council's Activity on Terrorism (total and within geopolitical periods)

Source: UNSC-TDS.

Notes:  Periods comprise full years, except for post-9/11 period, which starts on 11 Sep. 2001. Sums from data in tables 1-3, 
except for post-9/11 period which includes sum from 2002-2012 plus manual count for 11 Sep. to 31 Dec. 2001.



affirmed 606 75% 9.0 60 9.9% 1.4 546 90.1% 23.7 383 63.2% 33.9
dismissed 201 25% 3.0 201 100% 4.6 0 0% 0 0 0% 0
Regional focus (share of region/period not period/total)
Africa 149 18% 2.2 81 31.0% 1.8 68 12.5% 3.0 40 10.4% 3.5
Americas 18 2% 0.3 8 3.1% 0.2 10 1.8% 0.4 0 0% 0
Asia-Pacific 89 11% 1.3 7 2.7% 0.2 82 15.0% 3.6 62 16.2% 5.5
Europe 54 7% 0.8 36 13.8% 0.8 18 3.3% 0.8 0 0% 0
Middle East 325 40% 4.9 120 46.0% 2.7 205 37.5% 8.9 134 35.0% 11.9
Global 172 21% 2.6 9 3.4% 0.2 163 29.9% 7.1 147 38.4% 13.0

807 100% 261 100% 546 100% 383 100%

% of all … dec. % of dec.nondec. % of nondec.
Africa 138 19% 11 15%
Americas 13 2% 5 7%
Asia-Pacific 87 12% 2 3%
Europe 51 7% 3 4%
Middle East 278 38% 47 64%
Global 166 23% 6 8%

733 100% 74 100%

textual bias 1946-80 1981-89 1990-2012
dec. v. terrorism 5 4% 18 15% 905 166%
nondec. v. CT 11 8% 26 21% 71 13%
dec. v. CT -121 -86% -76 -63% -341 -62%
nondec. v. terrorism -12 -9% -3 -2.5% -25 -5%

140 100% 121 100% 546 100%
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