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Considering institutions as relatively stable causes of political and social outcomes has long
been the comfort zone of institutional analysis. More recently, processes of institutional de-
velopment have attracted scholarly attention. Historical Institutionalism (HI) has been very
influential in realizing this analytical shift. The first part of the seminar provides an overview
on HI perspectives on institutional change and resilience. We will critically discuss the major
concepts including critical junctures and path dependence as well as theories of gradual en-
dogenous institutional change. In the second part of the seminar, the empirical application
of the different approaches is in the focus: By means of case studies, we will question to
what extent the theories and concepts can be made fruitful for the study of institutional
change in different regimes (democratic, hybrid, authoritarian).

The general learning objective of this seminar is to enable students to critically evaluate the
discussed approaches and to conduct independent research using Hl theories. The class will
be held in English (including written work and oral presentations) and as a block seminar.
Students need to be willing to engage with English texts and actively participate in discus-
sions.






