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Sommersemester 2013 
 

Semestertitel: Corporate Agency 
Dozent: Tiefensee, Christine 
Zeit: Do 14:00 - 16:00 Ort: F303 
Beginn: 18.04.2013 

Veranstaltungstyp: S Studienabschluss: BA 
Katalogtitel: S (BA): Seminar zu Themen der  Politischen Theorie 
Leistungsnachweis: Portfolio (Abgabe-)Termin: 14.10.2013 
ECTS-Punkte: 6   
 
Anmeldung: erfolgt über FlexNow – genauer Termin siehe Homepage (Anmeldung nur für Prüfung 

möglich und notwendig, KEINE Anmeldung zur Lehrveranstaltung!) 
Abmeldung: Letzte Möglichkeit: MI, 30.04.2013, 23:59 
    
Sprechstunde:   nach Vereinbarung per E-Mail 
E-Mail: christine.tiefensee@uni-bamberg.de 

Inhalte:    
In day to day parlance as well as in scientific contexts, we often speak as if organisations and corporations 
can act and, importantly, can be held responsible for their actions just as individual people. For instance, we 
read that in light of their reckless lending practices, the banks are responsible for the financial crisis, that the 
Obama administration aims to provide better health care for the poor, that GM decided to close down the 
Opel production in Bochum, or that green NGOs campaign for a ban on whaling. However, treating 
organisations and corporations as agents is far from uncontroversial. Whilst some argue that groups do 
indeed ‘have minds of their own’, others hold that ascribing the property of agency to organisations and 
corporations is metaphorical at best and misleading at worst, since it papers over the fact that only 
individuals can have desires and beliefs and act upon these mental states. Accordingly, amongst others, we 
will address the following questions in the seminar: Which conditions need to be fulfilled so as to speak of 
corporate agency? Can organisations have desires and beliefs, or can we ascribe mental states and actions 
only to their individual members? Importantly, can we assign moral responsibility to organisations? If so, 
what is the corporate social responsibility of organisations? 

Termine     
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