
Prof. Dr. Johannes Marx 
Fakultät für Sozial- und Wirtschaftswissenschaften 
Lehrstuhl für Politische Theorie 

  
 

 
Otto-Friedrich-Universität Bamberg 
Feldkirchenstraße 21 
D-96045 Bamberg 
E-Mail: johannes.marx@uni-bamberg.de 
www.uni-bamberg.de/poltheorie 

 

 - 1 - 

Sommersemester 2012 
 
Veranstaltungstyp: VS Studienabschluss: BA 
Katalogtitel: Vertiefungsseminar zur PolitischenTheorie 
Semestertitel: Is it possible to be free and equal in a democratic society? 
Zeit: Do 14:00 - 16:00 Ort: F218 
Beginn: Mit Semesterbeginn (1. Vorlesungstag: 16.04.2012) 
    
Dozent: Tiefensee, Christine E-Mail: christine.tiefensee@uni-bamberg.de 
Sprechstunde: Di 10:00 - 12:00 und nach Vereinbarung 
    
Leistungsnachweis: Diskussionsbeitrag und 

Hausarbeit 
(Abgabe-)Termin: 15.10.2012 

ECTS: 8 Modulzuordnung: Politische Theorie 
 

FlexNow  
Anmeldefrist:  Abmeldefrist: Letzte Möglichkeit: So, 29.04.2012 
 

Inhalte:    
“No government is legitimate unless it subscribes to two reigning principles. First, it must show 
equal concern for the fate of every person over whom it claims dominion. Second, it must respect 
fully the responsibility and right of each person to decide for himself how to make something 
valuable of his life”. This quote by Dworkin succinctly combines the three, arguably most 
important, concepts of political philosophy: liberty, equality and government. Yet, a quick glance in 
the newspapers also instantly shows their significance in everyday life, be it with regard to the Arab 
spring and the struggle for freedom, ramifications of the financial crisis and the widening gap 
between rich and poor, or ballot rigging and political horse-trading. However, it has been argued 
not only that liberty and equality inevitably conflict, but also that democracy threatens both liberty 
and equality. More precisely, calls for equality appear necessarily to entail constraints on liberty, 
whereas it is easily conceivable that democratic majorities might vote to promote inequality or rein 
in essential liberties. Hence, we can ask: Is it even possible to be free and equal in a democratic 
society? 

In an attempt to find an answer to this question, we will investigate what exactly it means to be 
free and equal and how these concepts relate to understandings of democracy. Our aim will be to 
establish if there are any convincing conceptions of liberty, equality and democracy which, when 
combined into one greater mosaic, can account for the strong intuition that freedom and equality 
are indispensible ingredients of any democratic system. 
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