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Preface  
Europe is witnissing a period of reconstruction and reorientation. Besides 
internal integration (keyword: currency union and the future political 
structure), the European Union is also preparing for imminent Eastern 
expansion. At the same time there are exciting processes of reorganisation 
under way in Eastern Europe. In part the transformation process has 
proceeded to such a degree that entry into the European Union is within 
reach. In other countries, however, the actual transformation process is still 
to the fore. 
The situation in the newly created national states, as they are not in the 
process of reconstruction state structures, is totally different. Here a state 
administrative structure without constraints needs to be created out of the 
existing system. 
These totally different but highly topical developments will be examined 
and discussed at the 3-day Conference on Integration and Transformation in 
Albania, Hungary, and Macedonia. 
Apart from lectures by German participants, the agenda also features 
lectures by scientists from Albania, Macedonia, and Hungary. 
The conference was supported through the "Stability Pact South Eastern 
Europe" under the auspices of the German Academic Exchange Programme 
(DAAD) and aimed to introduce qualified young scientists from Albania, 
Macedonia, and Hungary to an international and interdisciplinary research 
programme. 
The conference was organized by the Research Project "Integration and 
Transformation in Europe (ITE)" at the Otto-Friedrich-Universität in 
Bamberg. ITE was founded by Bamberg University Professors in 1993 
to coordinate research work in the field of integration and trans-
formation in Europe. 
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