Conference Themes

The conference addresses how child-hood
studies need to, and might, develop in the
future. Since the 1990s, empirical and
theoretical work emerging from the “new
social studies of childhood” have been the
catalyst for a diversity of empirical re-
search, for policy analysis, and for the
development of professional practice. This
has especially been the case in the field of
children’s rights and well-being but per-
haps less so in other key fields. In addition,
we need to critically address the question of
whether we need alternative conceptuali-
zations of children and childhood in late
modernity/ late capitalism. Or is it enough
to connect the key assumptions and po-
sitions of the ,new social studies of child-
hood*“ with the heterogeneous and complex
constructions of childhood via interdiscipli-
nary approaches whilst retaining the criti-
cal considerations that childhood studies
offer?
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Main Topics

The social and cultural character of
childhood in relation to the generational
order — change or continuity?

The social construction of childhood and
children" s agency — critical challenges or
critiques?

The role of new technologies in the
cultural and social construction of
childhood — revolution or intensification?

Interdisciplinarity — new knowledge or
just more knowledge?

Synthesizing social theory, social policy
and empirical findings of social science
research — conformism or expansion?

Participation and children’s rights —
technologies of the self or routes to
(roots of) politicization?
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Monday, November 6

10.00 a.m. Welcome

10.15-11.30 a.m.

Prof. Dr. Heinz Siinker:

Childhood, Children and Democratic
Societal Development

Commentator: Dr. Melanie Kubandt

11.30 a.m. - 1.00 p.m.
Prof. Dr. Nigel Thomas:
Childhood and Participation

Commentator: Prof. Dr. Sabina Schutter

2.00 - 3.30 p.m.
Prof. Dr. Charlotte Rohner:
Children as refugees

Commentator: Christina Miiller

3.30 - 5.00 p.m.
Prof. Dr. Margareth Sandvik:
Children and Digitalisation

Commentator: Anika Heinl

5.00 - 7.00 p.m.
Prof. Jo Moran-Ellis:
The Future of Childhood Studies

Commentator: Aytiire Tiirkyilmaz
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Thuesday, November 7t

10.00 - 11.30 a.m.

Prof. Dr. Doris Biihler-Niederberger:
Children and intergenerational
solidarities

Commentator: Carina Fischer

11.30 a.m. - 1.00 p.m.
Prof. Dr. Leena Alanen:
Children and culture

Commentator: Miriam Bottner

Register for the symposium via mail to
tagung.sozpaed @uni-bamberg.de
Conference fee: 10 Euro
(payment upon registration at the symposium)




