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Abstract

A latent variable modeling procedure for examining whether a studied population could be a
mixture of 2 or more latent classes is discussed. The approach can be used to evaluate a single-
class model against competing models of increasing complexity for a given set of observed
variables without making any assumptions about their within-class interrelationships. The method
is helpful in initial stages of finite mixture analyses to assess whether models with 2 or more
classes should be subsequently considered as opposed to a single-class model. The discussed
procedure is illustrated with a numerical example.
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