Otto-Friedrich-Universitat Bamberg

At the Chair of Political Theory at the Otto-Friedrich University of Bamberg, two positions are expected
to be available from 1 November 2026 as

Doctoral Researchers / Research Associates (m/f/d) in the DFG project
“Disinformation, Democracy and Epistemic Breakdown”
(65% of regular working hours; remuneration according to TV-L E13)

The positions are fixed-term for 36 months, subject to final funding approval, and offer the opportunity
to pursue a doctorate.

About the project

The project investigates how disinformation can undermine trust in fellow citizens, the media, science,
and political institutions. It focuses on how perceived manipulative intent at the individual level may
develop into broader dynamics of distrust and epistemic breakdown in democratic societies.

The project combines political theory and normative democratic theory with agent-based modelling. Its
findings will also be translated into an interactive web-based educational tool for schools and the wider
public.

Responsibilities
e contributing to the conceptual development of the project, particularly in democratic theory and
political epistemology
e contributing to the design, implementation, and analysis of agent-based models
e conducting normative analyses of democratic harms and possible countermeasures
e preparing academic publications and conference presentations
e contributing to the development of the interactive educational tool

Candidate profile
Applicants should have:

e an excellent university degree at Master’s level or equivalent in political science, philosophy,
sociology, computational social science, or a related discipline

e astrong interest in democracy, disinformation, political epistemology, and social trust

e excellent command of English

 the ability to work independently and collaboratively in an interdisciplinary team

We are ideally seeking two complementary profiles:

o For one position, we are particularly interested in candidates with a strong background in
political theory, political philosophy, or normative democratic theory, combined with a clear
affinity for formal and computational methods.

o For the second position, we are particularly interested in candidates with programming
experience and, ideally, prior experience in agent-based modelling, combined with a strong
interest in political and democratic theory. Familiarity with NetLogo or comparable simulation
environments is particularly welcome.

These profiles are not strictly separate. Mixed and overlapping profiles are explicitly encouraged, and the
precise division of tasks may be adapted to the expertise of the successful candidates. Across the two
positions, however, the project team must include substantial programming and agent-based modelling
expertise.

For further information, please contact Prof. Dr. Johannes Marx or Dr. Simon Scheller.
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General information

The Otto-Friedrich University of Bamberg is committed to increasing the proportion of women in
research and teaching and therefore strongly encourages appropriately qualified women to apply.
Applicants with severe disabilities will be given preference where qualifications are otherwise essentially
equal.

The University of Bamberg has been certified as a family-friendly university by the Hertie Foundation
and is particularly committed to facilitating the compatibility of family and professional life.

Where the tasks permit, part of the work may also be carried out remotely.

Application
Please submit your application documents electronically as a single PDF file. The application should
include:

e cover letter, including a brief statement outlining your relevant theoretical, programming, and

modelling experience

e curriculum vitae

e academic certificates

e one academic writing sample

Please indicate in your cover letter where you see your primary area of specialisation and how your
profile connects the theoretical and computational dimensions of the project.

Application deadline: 15™ August 2026

Contact:

Prof. Dr. Johannes Marx

Chair of Political Theory

Otto-Friedrich University of Bamberg

Email: johannes.marx@uni-bamberg.de

Homepage: https://www.uni-bamberg.de/en/political-theory/staff/marx/
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