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Associate Professor Dr Gijs Jan Brandsma
Radboud University Nijmegen

Gijs Jan Brandsma researches European Union 
politics and governance. He is particularly 
interested in issues relating to transparency, 
democratic accountability, decision-making and 
the relationship between EU institutions and the 
member states.

In public debate, EU legislation is often depicted in 
terms of stereotypes: either as complex, detailed 
and burdensome, or as vague, weak and lacking 
bite. In this talk, Brandsma will present the first 
results of a new research project that analyses the 
contents of all EU legislation adopted from 1971 
to 2023 and see which of these images is more true.
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The nature of EU rules: 
strict and detailed, or lacking bite?
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